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PEARLS

Treasures from the Seas and the Rivers
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An exhibition presented by
Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China

National Museum of China Qatar Museums

Part of Qatar China 2016 Year of Culture
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TREASURES FROM THE SEAS AND THE RIVERS
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How is a pearl formed?

A pearl is a concretion composed of calcium carbon-
ate (90-92%), organic material (4-5%) and water
(4-5%) formed by a mollusc with a shell. The idea
that a pearl is formed around a grain of sand is to-
tally wrong.

Most pearls arise from the intrusion of a parasite in

a seashell. The parasite can, while progressing,
damages the 'mantle” , the organ producing the

shell material. The parasite displaces the cells that
make the shell, ana these lost cells then proliferate,
forming a cyst, where a pearl will grow.

Few people realise that all mollusc shells can pro-
duce pearls! Who really understands the truth about
the formation of pearls? With this exhibition, the
Qatar Museums will provide answers, as a tribute to
the memory of the thousands of pearl divers who for
millennia were part of the history of Qatar.
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Above: A variety of pearls from various molluscs.
Qatar Museums Collections. © Christian Creutz

Right top: A unique treasure of natural history,
oroduced when a worm invaded this abalone. [ he
mollusc reacted and embedded It Inside the
I"T“l-:;‘}ti‘n%!“ of pearl. Qatar Museums Collections.

) Christian Creutz
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Rignt bottom: A fish trapped In a large oyster has
peen "transformed Into a pearl. A rare example of
the formation of a pe;—n‘l due to an “invader’. Qatar
Museums Collections. © Christian Creutz
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Masterpieces by Cartier; pearl earrings designed by Bvlgari and worn by Elizabeth Taylor; a spectacular
tiara worn by Archduchess Marie Valerie of Austria and six royal tiaras from other European monarchies...
Other highlights include ethnographic and tribal pieces of pearl jewellery, such as headdresses from Tibet
and pleces that date back to Roman times. The diversity and breadth of the collection is truly unique.
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1.The Royal Hanover Tiara
Gold and silver tiara, with pearls. The huge pearls
on top are from Pacific Ocean’ s pearl oysters
(Pinctada maxima). Royal House of Hanover. Ger-
many, circa 1830.

Qatar Museums collections
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2.Tibetan male earring in its original box. Placed
between the turquoise beads is a single shiny
pearl. This kind of single earring was worn by
high ranking officers around the Dalal Lama. Circa
1900. Qatar Museums Collections.
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3.Elizabeth Taylor's Bvlgari earrings made
from natural pearls. Qatar Museums Collec-

tions.
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4.Tlara made from diamonds and Gulf pearls.
Origin: England, circa 1890. This tiara belonged
to Raine, Countess Spencer, stepmother and con-
fidante of the late Diana, Princess of Wales. Qatar
Museums Collections.
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h.The Vietnamese artist Sam Tho Duong, living in
Germany, tried to interpret with pearls the grow-
ing of ice crystals on the branches of trees.The
technigue is challenging, as all pearls (several
thousand) are fixed individually on silver balls.
The branches are made of oxydized silver, and
the pearls are Chinese freshwater cultivated
pearls. 201 1. Qatar Museums Collections.
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FISHING PEARLS IN THE GULF
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The exhibition highlights the importance of pearls to the Gulf
region and Qatar. Pearls were being fished in the Arabian Gulf
more than 7,000 years ago. For many years, exporting loose
pearls was the only source of income for countries such as
Qatar and as a result they became a significant part of the re-
gion s rich heritage and identity. Gulf pearls were being traded
with northern Europe and China as long as 3,000 years aqgo.
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Above:This pearl dealer chest contains equipment
needed to evaluate pearls and to buy them:
sleves, scale, red cloth, and a conversion book to
evaluate them. Hussein Alfardan collection, Qatar.
© Christian Creutz.
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Left top:The Qatar Museums traditional boat col-
lection conserves classical examples of pearl
fishing boats. Some of them are exhibited in the
bay of the Museum of Islamic Art in Doha. Qatar
News Agency.
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Left bottom:Pearl divers prepare to descenda for
two minutes, sometimes longer. One rope has a
stone attached to accelerate the descent, while the

other is held and controlled by pullers. Qatar News
Agency.
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Gallery location
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